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It was great to see so many TACRAO members gathered in San Antonio for the annual TACRAO 

meeting!  If you missed it, you missed a great conference!  Hats off to all of the Local Arrange-

ments Committee members for so much hard work.  You pulled it off!  From the walk down 

memory lane provided by April Preston to the authentic evening of good food, music, dancing 

and even a little local news coverage for the fun runñit was all memorable.  But even better 

than that were the sessions and knowledge about our profession being passed between  

colleagues.  No other professional organization can hold a candle to TACRAO!  So go ahead 

and mark your calendars now for TACRAO 2012 Annual Conference.  Itõs something you are not 

going to want to miss! 

Did you know that 

TACRAO has a  

Facebook page 

now?   

Go out and ôlikeõ our 

page and view even 

more of the confer-

ence pictures than 

you will see later in 

this publication. 

Happy Birthday TACRAO! 

 

December 28, 1916 
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BERRIõS BRIDGES 
B Y  BERRI OõNEAL, TACRAO PR E S I D E N T  

òItõs the most wonderful time of the yearé.ó Some of you might think Iõm still singing Christmas 

carols, but I truly do feel that we have just finished the most wonderful time of the year. Yes, Christ-

mas and the break we all get is a wonderful benefit to working in higher education, but itõs more 

than that. Each year, starting in September, I start telling colleagues, òIõll see you in November!ó I 

know many of us feel that way. TACRAO Annual Conference is like a present, because it is beyond a 

doubt, the most beneficial, the most information-packed, and the most FUN conference ever. I look 

forward to it all year longé.getting to be reunited with friends, with mentors, with colleagues with 

whom I may hear from on the TACRAO listserv, but who I really donõt get to see, except sometimes 

once a yearé.so I look forward to each TACRAO Conference, and each year, I canõt WAIT to see all 

of you, my friends and colleagues, and when we leave, I have a renewed energy and passion for my 

job, and I already start planning next yearõs trip and when Iõll get to see all of you again.  

 The time we all had in San Antonio together was superb!! Hats off to Sofia Montes, and 

her entire LAC! VPs, Melissa Gallien and Bobby Lothringer with President Trey Hattaway put together a phenomenal conference that com-

bined SO much fun with some of the best sessions and best food! So we are hoping youõll reflect on San Antonio and decide to join us in 

Dallas where we plan on making it another GREAT conference! 

 Since we returned from TACRAO, many of us have been inundated with implementing meningitis vaccine requirements 

for Spring 2012. If you arenõt subscribed to the TACRAO listserv, you will find it to be a source of news and the exchange of current issues 

that arise every day in our offices. Answers come so quickly from colleagues when at times, we just need to know what others are doing to 

help us figure out if weõre on the right track! We will continue to post updates to the listserv and to share any updates we receive, with the 

TACRAO membership. In addition, we will have sessions relating to meningitis, best practices and lessons learned, at the Summer Meet-

ings, as well as at the 91st Conference in November.  

 This summer, TACRAO will also be responsible for hosting the ApplyTexas Workshop. Technology Committee Chair, Joe 

Papari and his committee members, along with Becky Lothrinnger are planning the workshop, and once details have been determined, 

information will be released on the TACRAO website as well as on the listerv. 

 In December, I attended the AACRAO State and Regional Leadership Conference in Washington D.C. with Vice President 

Jamie Hansard and President-Elect, Oscar Reyna. It was an honor to attend on behalf of our great state membership. It was a time for shar-

ing with other officers from other states, as well as exchange session ideas with other committee-planning members. It rejuvenated me, 

and it also impressed me and reminded me, once again, of how great TACRAO is as an organization. We are at the forefront of almost every 

challenge, process, and conference aspect. Your Executive Committee will meet in our Dallas conference hotel, the Sheraton, in Downtown 

Dallas, in February, to begin planning the 2012 Conference.  We will be able to tour the hotel and begin to make plans for all aspects of the 

conference. Much of this preliminary planning could not be done without your work as Standing and Session Planning Committee mem-

bers. So thank you to each of you, for being such contributing members. You all make us a strong organization, and I hope that 2012 is a 

strong, prosperous year for each of you!  

 If you wish to become more involved in our organization, I encourage you to contact one of the TEC members. Any of us would 

love to hear from you and would love to find a place for you to volunteer. The very first committee I served on was the Historical Committee. 

While I was on the committee, I was able to learn so much of the rich heritage from whence we came. In the early years, TACRAO met in the 

spring months. Our forefathers must have known what we needed ð a break after the fall semester push!  

 

First Annual Institute is held November 11-12,  1929, in the Education Building at the University of Texas at Austin, University of 

Texas Registrar E. J. Mathews presided. Topics included Pre-Registration and Freshman Orientation, Transcripts, and Permanent 

Records. At the conclusion of the institute it was decided to discontinue meeting in the spring with the Texas Associate of Col-

leges and to meet instead in the fall each year.  

 

So colleagues, I look forward to seeing you in 10 months, when once again, it will be, the most wonderful time of the year! Abe Lincoln said, 

òUpon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can only say that I view it as the most important 

subject which we as a people may be engaged in.óI feel the same way. Each day I feel unbelievably honored to work in a field where we 

assist in the sustainability of our future, as we educate the future leaders of tomorrow.  
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Whew! San Antonio was awesome and I am still pooped! Sofia Montes and the entire 

Local Arrangements Committee really rolled out the red carpet for us. But I really feel, 

while we had a great time, we learned a bunch and made progress on so many issues, 

inside and outside of TACRAO. I cannot thank each of enough for making the past 

year one of progress.  

 

This year I will be focusing, along with Dave Stones, on getting our technology coordi-

nated and situated in one place. We will be needing some volunteers to assist, so please do not ignore my phone 

calls after the start of the year! I will also be working with Dr. Bobbye Fry and Manuel Lujan on securing a confer-

ence site for 2014, the Newcomers Committee to enhance our New Members program in Dallas and Constitution 

and By-law clarifications. 

 

I am looking forward to my role this year and canõt wait to assist Berri and the rest of the Executive Committee in 

moving TACRAO forward. But in reality, it takes all of us to make TACRAO better.  

I hope each of you has a very prosperous 2012! 

T R E YõS T WO  C E N T S  

B Y  T R E Y  H A T T A W A Y , T A C R A O  I M M E D I A T E  P A S T -  
        P R E S I D E N T   

 

Welcome to 2012 - the New Year has finally arrived.  I am very excited to serve 

as your Vice President for Admissions and look forward to working with all of you 

through this wonderful organization.  I still remember my first TACRAO 

Conference in 2001 at the Adams Mark Hotel in Dallas.  From the beginning, I 

knew this was a special organization that I would be involved in for a very long 

time.  From attending my first Recruiter Olympics, hearing the buzz in Hot Topics and meeting so many 

new people, I realized that I had found a place where I could grow and learn.  TACRAO means a lot of 

things to different people.  For me, TACRAO represents friends and fellowship and I can't wait to see you  

all again in Dallas. 

 

Speaking of Dallas, it is time to start planning another great conference and find out just who shot TreyR.  

The TACRAO Executive Committee will meet in February to discuss conference sessions.  Thank you to  

everyone who submitted an "I'm Available" form.  The conference session planning committees will be  

contacting you soon.  Don't worry if you forgot to submit your form - there's still time to participate.  Please 

email me at jamie.hansard@ttu.edu if you have session ideas, are interested in presenting, or would like 

 to be a facilitator.  I hope to hear from you soon.  

JAMIEõS JOLLIES 

B Y  J A M I E  H A N S A R D , T A C R A O  V P  F O R  A D M I S S I O N S  

file:///C:/Users/jhansard/Documents/Jh%20Docs/Admissions/TACRAO%20VP/jamie.hansard@ttu.edu
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IRENEõS INCLINATIONS 
B Y  I R E N E  R O B I N S O N ,  T R E A S U R E R  

Hello - I hope that everyone had a fantastic ending to a great Fall semester!  It seems like it 

was just yesterday that we all gathered in the great city of San Antonio, but then Christmas 

time approached so quickly and now here we are starting yet another semester.  Time sure 

flies when you're having fun, fun, fun...right!!!??? 

 

As far as TACRAO Treasurer items goes, we're wrapping up conference expenses and working 

with the San Antonio LAC in getting bills paid.  Conference was a tremendous success and we 

were able to take care of a lot of financial business.  I met with the new Chairpersons for the 

Community College Issues Committee, the Senior College Issues Committee and the Technol-

ogy Committee and took a trip to a nearby Bank of America and finalized all of the committee 

accounts and we're finally all under one banking institution.  This will prove for better checks and balances between the 

committees and the TACRAO Treasurer.  This will also prove to be very beneficial when compiling end of fiscal year reports 

for the IRS and the TACRAO Audit Committee, as well as for the annual business meeting.  Speaking of audit - Berri 

(President-Elect at the time), Trey, Dave and I met with the Audit Committee on Monday of the conference and reviewed our 

TACRAO financial books.  I was very pleased that all went very well.  They did have a few suggestions concerning long-term 

reporting and CD purchases that we will look into implementing this next year, but in general, they found our accounts to be 

very sound and well managed.  The TEC also finalized new budget formats that future LAC committees will implement. 

 

More financial tidbits to follow in our next newsletter, but for now, I wish you a great start to your Spring semester! 

OSCARõS ORATORY 

B Y  O S C A R  R E Y N A , T A C R A O  P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T  

Itõs hard to believe the fall semester has come and gone and the start of a new 

year is upon us.  As we prepare for the start of another semester, the TACRAO 

Executive Committee is busy preparing for the 2012 annual conference.  Your 

Vice-Presidents, Bobby Lothringer and Jamie Hansard, are busy working with 

session planning committees to begin to create your òcourse offeringsó for this 

yearõs conference. 

It was great to see so many new members join our association at this yearõs con-

ference in San Antonio.  To see the excitement and to feel the energy in the 

room at the Newcomers Mixer was refreshing.  This is your opportunity to get 

involved!  Whether youõre a new member or a veteran, this is the year to serve 

your association.  At the conference the òIõm Available Formó was on hand to all members who were inter-

ested in giving back.  To those of you who have submitted the form, òThank you!ó.  To those of you who 

thought about it but didnõt, this is your chance!  The form is available below for your use: 

http://www.tacrao.org/documents/I%27m%20Available%202011-2012.pdf 

Please let us know if you would like to serve as a facilitator at the annual conference, if you would like to pre-

sent your unique processes to your fellow members, or if you would be interested in serving on a vast selec-

tion of committees. 

It is an absolute honor to have been elected as your President-Elect.  I look forward to the next few years and 

to be part of the growth of our wonderful association.  I am always in awe when I see the camaraderie 

amongst our association family.  No matter what part of Texas you are from, the experiences we share bring 

us together.  The passion we have for our students and the future of education in the State of Texas is what 

builds the drive and makes us keep striving towards our goal of higher education. 

Please let me know if I can assist in getting you involved with TACRAO.  We always welcome new ideas and 

members who are passionate about making a difference. 

http://www.tacrao.org/documents/I%27m%20Available%202011-2012.pdf

