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ACT & Encoura: Distinct Roles, Shared Mission

 ACT acquired Encoura (formerly known as NRCCUA) in
2018

o Encoura acquired Eduventures® in 2016

« ACT announced partnership with Nexus Capital
Management LP in 2024

« ACT administers the ACT and other assessments along
with other learning/workforce solutions and research

 Encoura helps higher education institutions with data
analysis and market research which incorporates ACT
national and state test-takers through the Encoura Data
Lab and other combined data sets from ACT

ACT ecNcoura
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Key Enhancements to the ACT

Shorter Test, More Time per ltem

\

@ More Flexibility
@ Expand Online Testing

[

/

» 44 items shorter across sections
« Composite score in ~2 hours

« ~10 seconds + per item

« Eliminate 5t test

« Science is optional — like writing
» Composite Score based on
English, Math & Reading

« Now available to National testers
* Online test is linear, not adaptive
« Committed to paper testing

« Rebalance reporting categories

Content Update « Math — 4 answer choices

« Science — engineering & design /

/.

ACT



Key Enhancements: Test Blueprint

ACT - Enhanced

English
Math
Reading
Science
Writing

Core ACT
Administration**

*Number includes embedded field-test items that do not contribute to score points.

ACT - Legacy

tems  Total Time (Min
75 45 S50* 35
60 60 45* 50
40 35 36* 40
40 35 40* 40
1 40 1 40
215 175 131* 125

**The core administration is the shortest administration of the test and results in a college-reportable Composite Score. The core administration for the legacy ACT is
English, Math, Reading, and Science. The core administration for the enhanced ACT 1s English, Math, and Reading.

ACT
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The New Composite Score: English, Math, Reading

Legacy Composite New Composite

Reading
Reading

All Students receive a STEM Score + Science for a STEM Score
+ Writing for an ELA Score + Writing for an ELA Score

Note: Score reports will only report one ACT Composite score. The score will be referred to

only as the “Composite score” (“Legacy” or “New” will not be indicated). /



Phased Rollout of the Enhanced ACT & New
Composite Score

April 2025 Sept 2025 Spring 2026

ACT National Enhanced Enhanced Enhanced
(Saturday) Testing

Online ACT ACT ACT

ACT National
(Saturday) Testing Legacy Enhanced Enhanced

ACT State/District
(Schoolday) Legacy Legacy Enhanced

PaJ:rS/tci)nrﬂine ACT ACT* ACT

*Fall 2025 S/D testers will take the legacy ACT test but will receive the
ACT new ACT composite score (EMR)



Validating the
Enhanced ACT

Scores

Research Studies

ACT



Major Research Activities

Timeline:
«Jun — Oct 2024

High Level Scope:
*Blueprint validation
*Construct equivalence
*Validity

Goals:

*Validate items and forms
work as anticipated
*Validate timing

*Establish base form for
future equating

Helping people achieve education and workplace success.




Implications of Linking Study for Students and
Educators

» Scores of the enhanced ACT are reported on the same 1-36 scales as the
current ACT.

« Slight reduction in measurement precision due to the smaller number of
items has little impact on the interpretation of ACT test scores for individual
students or group means, especially for the ACT Composite scores.

 The scores from current test and the enhanced ACT test can be used
interchangeably.

« Cut scores/performance levels set on section tests are not impacted

Helping people achieve education and workplace success.



Linking Design and Statistical Method

 Random groups design Random Groups
Design
Anchor
* [tem Response Theory (IRT) True (Current)
Score equating (n=2295)
* [tem parameters were put on the scale IRT True Score
of the current ACT item pool. Equating
» Scores are reported on the same 1-36 @

scales as the current ACT. Same 1-36 Score Scales

Helping people achieve education and workplace success.




Nearly Ildentical Scale Score Distributions After

Linking Ensures Score Comparability

Mean (Standard Deviation 100
Current Enhanced Enhanced 809
Form Form 1 Form 2 60
40
20.7 (6.3) 20.8 (6.4) 20.8 (6.4) 50 4
S o-
20.9 (5.9 20.8 (3.6) 20.9(5.6) % test = Reading test = Science
0 100
Reading 22.4 (6.6) 22.4 (6.7) 22.4 (6.7) 80 -
60 -
21.8 (86.7) 21.8 (8.7) 21.8 (8.8) 40 -
20
0 -
] ] ] | ] ] | |
0 10 20 30 0 10 20 30
Scale Score
|FOI’m Current — — — Enhanced 1 — - — Enhanced 2|

Helping people achieve education and workplace success.
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The New ACT
Composite Score

ACT



The new ACT Composite score

Current Composite Score = EMRS New Composite Score = EMR

English, math, reading, and science tests English, math, and reading tests
EMRS — (E+M:—R+S) EMR = (E+M+R)

Both EMR and EMRS are measures of general academic achievement

EMR and EMRS have a lot of overlap in the constructs being measured

EMR does not incorporate science content, EMRS does

EMR will give more weight to English, math, and reading than EMRS

ACT



EMR and EMRS will be in the market simultaneously

EMR and EMRS can be used interchangeably with the understanding that there are some
practical differences between the two scores.

EMR and EMRS can be used interchangeably:
» This means that either score can be used:
« as a measure of general academic readiness for college
* as a predictor of general academic performance in college
« as a criterion for decisions that are based on general academic readiness

EMR and EMRS have practical differences:
* This means that:
» A student’'s EMR score may not always equal their EMRS score
« EMR scores and EMRS scores will not follow the exact same distribution

ACT



Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
EMR is a Nearly-Perfect Predictor of EMRS

Correlation between EMR and EMRS
Highest Composite Superscore

Grad Class 0.99 Grad Class

All College-enrolled 0.99 All College-enrolled

All 2-year 0.98 All 2-year

All 4-year 0.99 All 4-year

4-yr Less Selective 0.98 4-yr Less Selective

4-yr Mod. Selective 0.99 4-yr Mod. Selective

4-yr Highly Selective 0.99 4-yr Highly Selective

ACT




Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
Relationships with other measures are nearly identical

Difference in Correlations with High School Cumulative GPA

Highest Composite Superscore
Grad Class 0.00 Grad Class 0.00
All College-Enrolled 0.00 All College-Enrolled 0.00
All 2-year 0.00 All 2-year -0.01 [l

All 4-year 0.00 All 4-year 0.00

4-yr Less Selective 0.00 4-yr Less Selective 0.00

4-yr Mod. Selective 0.00 4-yr Mod. Selective 0.00
4-yr Highly Selective 0.00 4-yr Highly Selective F 0.01

ACT



Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?

Relationships with other measures are nearly identical

Difference in Correlations with First Year Cumulative GPA
Highest Composite

All College-Enrolled
All 2-year

All 4-year

4-yr Less Selective

4-yr Mod. Selective

ACT

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

All College-Enrolled

All 2-year

All 4-year

4-yr Less Selective

4-yr Mod. Selective

Superscore

0.01

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00



Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
Relationships with other measures are nearly identical

Difference in Correlations with Any Degree Attainment Within 6 Years

Highest Composite Superscore
All College-Enrolled h 0.01 All College-Enrolled 0.00
All 2-year 0.00 All 2-year 0.00
All 4-year M 0.01 All 4-year 0.00
4-yr Less Selective 0.00 4-yr Less Selective 0.00
4-yr Mod. Selective M 0.01 4-yr Mod. Selective 0.00
4-yr Highly Selective 0.00 4-yr Highly Selective F 0.01

ACT



EMR and EMRS have practical differences

What are the practical differences between these two scores?

For individual students:

An EMR score may not always be equal to their EMRS score
+ Difference in rounding logic when moving from a 4-score to a 3-score composite
« Students’ science score relative to their other three section scores

Important Note: Most students’ will have an EMR score within £1 point of their EMRS score

ACT



Students’ EMR score may not equal their EMRS Score...

« Because of differences in rounding when moving from a 4-score to a 3-score composite

EMRS=(E+M+R+S)/4 EMR=(E+M+R)/3

Value After % Earning
Decimal Mean Score Rounding Logic

Value After % Earning
Decimal Mean Score Rounding Logic

No rounding necessary No rounding necessary

~25% Rounded down ~33% Rounded down 1
~25% Rounded up | ~33% Rounded up T
~25% Rounded up

ACT



Students’ EMR score may not equal their EMRS Score...

« Common section test score scenarios

Science <

—) other 3
(14%)

Science <
2 of other 3
(24%)

All other
combinations
(12%)

Science >
2 of other 3
(28%)

Science >

E—) other 3
(22%)

"EMR<EMRS ®EMR=EMRS ®EMR >EMRS

ACT




* Report for colleges
* Helps to understand

: practical differences
The New ACT Composne Score and Su pgrscore betweon EMR and EMRS
Comparative Information for the Composite Score and Superscore With and Without Science
Scores
Fall 2024 First-Time Students ° Reports Comlng In July

Lod
ACT ©2025 by ACT Education Corp. All rights reserved.




New Composite Score — Example College

Highest

Composite Score

Count Percent Count Percent

Superscore

EMR < EMRS by 2+ points 75 2 5% 69 2 3%
EMR < EMRS by 1 point b44 21.1% 762 24 9%
EMR = EMRS 1,468 48.0% 1,595 52.2%

EMR > EMRS by 1 point 768 251% 593 19.4%
EMR > EMRS by 2+ points 102 3.3% 38 1.2%

ACT

Within +/- 1 point
===l Composite: 94.2%

Superscore: 96.5%



ACT

Share of Your First-Time Students Meeting a Particular Score: Highest Composite Score EXAMPLE

Small differences between the EMR Composite score and EMRS Composite score

distributions can result in more (or fewer) students over (or under) a particular
threshold (i.e., cut score) along that distribution. It is important for colleges to be
aware of these differences when evaluating the choice of cut score for awarding

admission or a scholarship.

This page provides the count and percent of students meeting (i.e., scoring at or
above) each score along the EMR and EMRS Composite score scale for your
institufion's Fall 2024 first-time students. Also included are the counts and
percentages of students meeting each score along the EMRS Composite score scale
for your institution’s Fall 2023 and Fall 2022 first-ime students so that you can place
the differences between EMR and EMRS Composite scores within the context of
year-to-year differences in the EMRS Composite scores of your most recent entering
classes.

EMR 2024 EMRS 2024 EMRS 2023 EMRS 2022
36 12 0.4% 1 04% 5 0.2% 9 0.3%
35 h 1.8% 49 16% a7 1.2% 45 16%
M 119 39% 112 37% 90 28% 110 38%
33 209 6.8% 195 6.4% 166 53% 192 6.6%
32 318 104% 292 96% 250 78% 277 9.6%
H 446 14 6% 405 132% 364 114% 393 13.6%
30 56T 18.5% 513 16.8% 490 154% 558 19.3%
29 701 229% 658 215% 652 205% 691 239%
28 a52 279% 799 26.1% 795 24 9% 833 26.8%
27 1,004 32.8% 944 30.9% 960 30.1% 992 3M3%
26 1,168 382% 1,118 36.6% 1,155 362% 1,183 40.9%
25 1,334 43 6% 1,311 42 9% 1,352 42 4% 1,386 48.0%
24 1,546 50.6% 1,524 49 9% 1,556 48 9% 1,574 54 5%
23 1,736 56.8% 1,710 559% 1,789 56.1% 1,769 612%
2 1,939 63.4% 1,963 64 2% 2,01 63.1% 1,943 67.3%
21 2,164 70.8% 2196 71.8% 2,257 70.8% 2137 74.0%
20 2,378 T7.8% 2406 T8.7% 2,466 77 A% 2325 80.5%
19 2546 833% 2575 84 2% 2,660 834% 2472 85.6%
18 2,692 88.1% 2719 88.9% 2,806 88.0% 2593 89.8%
17 2807 91.8% 2,839 92 9% 2,944 92 3% 2692 932%
16 2897 94 8% 2928 95 8% 3,046 95 5% 2759 95 5%
15 2,966 97 0% 2991 97.8% 3,099 97 2% 2823 97 7%
14 3,013 98.6% 3,026 99.0% 3,144 96 6% 2,858 98.9%
13 3,045 99.6% 3,047 99.7% 3167 99 3% 2875 99.5%
=13 3,057 100.0% 3,057 100.0% 3,188 100.0% 2,889 100.0%




The New Composite Score: Key Takeaways

Takeaway 1: New (EMR) and current (EMRS) Composite scores are interchangeable
« This means that either score can be used:

* as a measure of general academic readiness for college

 as a predictor of general academic performance in college

* as a criterion for decisions that are based on general academic readiness

Takeaway 2: New (EMR) and current (EMRS) Composite scores have practical differences
* This means that:

» Astudent’s EMR score may not always equal their EMRS score
« EMR scores and EMRS scores will follow a similar but not identical distribution
» There may be more/fewer students over/under a specific threshold along that distribution

ACT



ACT Superscore

ACT



Enhanced ACT: Superscore Impact

* The Superscore Composite is the average of the best section scores from
ANY administration.

o Section scores can be used interchangeably (linking procedure)
o Students' highest section score can come from a legacy or enhanced
ACT administration.

« Score calculation is based on date of test event and will not change if
score is sent later.

Last Test Attempt Composite Score

Legacy ACT (until 7/25) E +M:R +S E +MZR +S
Enhanced ACT E+13VI+R E+13V1+R

ACT

7



Example #1 - EMRS to EMR

« Student who tests Legacy ACT, and retests with Enhanced ACT

E M R S )"} Composite
Test 1: December Paper 21 22 22 23 8 22 (EMRS)
Test 2: April Online 20 23 23 22 I4 22 (EMR)

April Superscore Report 23 8 22 (EMR)

ACT



Student Superscore Report

ACT Superscore

The ACT Superscore represenis the best scores for this student across all aftermnpis. ACT Research confirms this fo be the most prediciive of student success.

COMPOSITE MATH SCIENCE STEM ENGLISH READING WRITING

(33N (23| 28 [(19) (22 (o6

Dale: 472021 36 1 Date: 42021 36 1 Dale: 42021 36 1 Datec 22022 38 2 Dale: 472021 12
Type: Ful Type: Full Type: Full Typea: Full Type: Full

ighest Full Battery ........

Highest Full Baltery repréesents the full battery test which resulted in the students highest earned ACT composile score.

COMPOSITE MATH SCIENCE STEM ENGLISH READING WRITING

e ( 33\35 fz? 28 ffg (16

ACT

36




Enhanced ACT: Superscore Impact

* With changes to the calculations, there can be impacts on a
student's Superscore during transition.

* A student who retakes an enhanced ACT, and whose
science section score is higher, could see a decrease In
their Superscore Composite.

» ALL section scores are still reported and available through Encoura
data if a student sends them.

* There is a flag in the data to communicate the method of
calculation.

ACT

7



Example #2 - EMRS to EMR Score Decline

« Student who tests once Legacy, and retests with Enhanced ACT

E M R S Composite
Test 1: April Paper 20 25 20 28 23 (EMRS)
Test 2: Oct Online 21 26 20 31 22 (EMR)

Oct Superscore Report 21 26 20 31 22 (EMR)

« Student improved in English, math, and science, but the Composite and Superscore
Composite declined by a point because science is not included in the calculation.

* The inverse is also possible, where a student has taken the National Online April 2025, and
then re-takes in June/July but on paper (EMRS).

» Both of these scenarios will be limited in duration — and we expect very few students to be
affected after September 2027 .

- Highest full battery (April in above example) is reported in Superscore Report.



Example #3 - EMRS to EMR Superscore Decline

« Student who tests multiple times Legacy ACT, and then Enhanced Fall ‘25

Test 1. March Paper
Test 2: April Paper

Test 3: Oct Paper

ACT

E M R S
19 | 26 20 | 27
20 | 24 19 | 28
21 26 20 | 31

Composite

23 (EMRS)
23 (EMRS)

22 (EMR)

Superscore

23 (EMRS)

22 (EMR)




Ability to Send Highest (Legacy) Superscore

« ACT wants students to have choice to provide their highest Superscore to
colleges and universities

o This affects a small population (about 3%).

o Option available to students with a Superscore decline to request their
earlier Superscore be sent.

o ACT then sends that to Encoura to be delivered to colleges and
universities in the same manner as always.
= Data will be sent from Encoura.

= Will contain a flag that shows what type of calculation was used to compute the
Superscore Composite.

ACT



Updates

ACT
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Enhanced ACT Test Practice Test

ACT Test Subject Practice Questions

Get your game on with ACT QuizMe ACT practice quizzes in math, English, GﬂHE ON
reading, and science. Answer key provided at the end of the quiz! \

Practice Quizzes

Get Your Game On with QuizMe!

Free Online ACT Test Prep and Events

Whether you're on the fence about buying prep or you just want to see what we're all about,
our free online test prep and events—hosted in partnership with Kaplan—are a great starting

place.

Want to try before you buy? Sign up for a FREE Live Online class!

Free Online Test Prep Events Free Online Practice




ACT

2025|2026

Preparing for
the ACT® Test

What's Inside

® Full-length practice ACT test,
including the optional Science and Writing test

® |nformation about the multiple-choice and
writing sections

® Test-taking strategies
® What to expect on test day

Esta publicacion también se puede ver o

descargar en espanaol
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We are excited to introduce the PreACT® Rising Stars program, designed to recognize and celebrate the outstanding achievements of students who
have excelled on PreACT 8/9 during the 2024-25 school year. This initiative aims to honor the highest academic achievers and provide them with the
tools and resources to plan the next steps in their educational journey.

X RISING X RISING
S % “ STARS %

pre ACT DISTINGUISHS HOLAF ere ACT RISING SCHOLAR ere ACT" EARLY SCHOLAR

TOP 5% NEXT 10% NEXT 35%

Highest-Scoring Students Highest-Scoring Students Highest-Scoring Students

ACT



Wondering where the 2025 PreACT Rising Stars are located?

Check out our interactive tool that lets you look up the cumulative number of winners in each category — Distinguished Scholars, Rising
Scholars, and Early Scholars— by state, district, and school.

[Viewthewmmers " }

learn more
about the
program

ACT



ACT / College Board Concordance Study

ACT

The College Board and ACT administer the nation's two leading college entrance exams,
the SAT and the ACT. In 2018, our organizations updated the ACT/SAT Concordance, the
official resource used by students, education institutions, and other professionals to
compare scores from the two assessments. Given the recent updates to both tests,
College Board and ACT will conduct an updated concordance study as part of our
commitment to providing users with technically sound tools to compare scores between
the digital SAT and the enhanced ACT.

Changes to the SAT and ACT reflect a changing educational landscape. In recent years,
student populations and higher education policies have shifted. Conducting a transparent,
joint concordance study using a large and representative sample of test takers reflects
responsible maintenance of these widely used tests.

Concordance tables provide a statistically validated relationship between scores on
different assessments and are essential tools not only for admissions decisions but also
for scholarship eligibility, course placement, and other academic purposes. As with
previous studies, College Board and ACT will utilize rigorous, industry-standard
methodological approaches.

Planning for the updated study is currently underway. College Board and ACT anticipate
releasing the study findings and corresponding concordance tables in fall 2027.



Resources
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ACT Enhancements: Higher Ed Info

Available at: www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-
act/test-changes/enhancements/higher-ed.html

AC I ) START YOUR JOURNEY -~ Students & Parents K-12 Workforce Higher Ed

The ACT Test EE US Students +  Registration v TestPrep v TestDay v Scores v  Changes to the ACT ~

ACT Test Enhancements: Higher Ed

Stay Updated =

AC'L

Blogs

Q



ACT Research & Policy Publications

Available at ACT.org/Research

Linking Study Report for the Enhanced ACT Test

“Initial Evidence Supporting Interpretations of Scores from the

Enhanced ACT Test”

“Stakeholder Guide to the ACT Enhancements”

Test Design Document for the Enhanced ACT Test

ACT




Stakeholder Brief:
Interpreting Scores on the Enhanced ACT: Guidance for

K-12 and Higher Education Institutions

* Provides an overview of key research
publications and reinforces the ability

to use ACT scores interchangeably Interpreting Scores on the
Enhanced ACT: Guidance for K-12

and Higher Education Institutions

with scores from the legacy exam

James Riddlesperger

ACT



Discussion

ACT
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