
July 15, 2025

ACT Updates: 
TACRAO Meeting



Your ACT Contact: 
Kasey Urquidez, Senior Director, Higher Education

Here to support the needs of 
our higher ed partners:

• Navigating ACT
• Partnership opportunities
• Presentations
• Resources 

kasey.urquidez@act.org 

520.730.9826

mailto:kasey.urquidez@act.org


Today's Agenda:

• Meet Colin
• ACT and Encoura
• The Enhanced ACT

o Validity 
o New Composite Score
o Superscore

• Updates 
• Resources
• Discussion

We will share 
the slides out 

within the 
week. 



ACT & Encoura: Distinct Roles, Shared Mission 

• ACT acquired Encoura (formerly known as NRCCUA) in 
2018
oEncoura acquired Eduventures® in 2016

• ACT announced partnership with Nexus Capital 
Management LP in 2024

• ACT administers the ACT and other assessments along 
with other learning/workforce solutions and research

• Encoura helps higher education institutions with data 
analysis and market research which incorporates ACT 
national and state test-takers through the Encoura Data 
Lab and other combined data sets from ACT 



ACT 
Enhancements



• 44 items shorter across sections

• Composite score in ~2 hours

• ~10 seconds + per item

• Eliminate 5th test 

Key Enhancements to the ACT 

Shorter Test, More Time per Item

More Flexibility

Expand Online Testing

Content Update

• Science is optional – like writing

• Composite Score based on 

English, Math & Reading

• Now available to National testers

• Online test is linear, not adaptive

• Committed to paper testing

• Rebalance reporting categories

• Math – 4 answer choices  

• Science – engineering & design



Key Enhancements: Test Blueprint



The New Composite Score: English, Math, Reading

Math

ReadingScience

English

Legacy Composite

All Students receive a STEM Score 

+ Writing for an ELA Score

Math

Reading

English

New Composite 

+ Science for a STEM Score

+ Writing for an ELA Score

Note: Score reports will only report one ACT Composite score. The score will be referred to 

only as the “Composite score” (“Legacy” or “New” will not be indicated).



Phased Rollout of the Enhanced ACT & New 
Composite Score

ACT National 
(Saturday) Testing  

Online

Enhanced 
ACT

Enhanced 
ACT

Enhanced 
ACT

ACT National 
(Saturday) Testing  

Paper

Legacy 
ACT

Enhanced 
ACT

Enhanced 
ACT

ACT State/District 
(Schoolday) 

Testing 
Paper/Online

Legacy 
ACT

Legacy 
ACT*

Enhanced 
ACT

April 2025 Sept 2025

*Fall 2025 S/D testers will take the legacy ACT test but will receive the 

new ACT composite score (EMR)

Spring 2026



Validating the 
Enhanced ACT 
Scores
Research Studies



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Major Research Activities

Assessment Design

Timeline:

•Jan – Sep 2023

High Level Scope:

•Market insights

•Assessment landscape

•Historical research

Goals:

•Maintain 1-36 scale

•Maintain or improve 
alignment to state 
standards

•Dual mode delivery

•Include EFT and IRT for 
future enhancements

•Consistency across market 
segments

Design Validation

Timeline:

•Sep 2023- May 2024

High Level Scope:

•Cognitive labs

•Expert panels

Goals:

•Validate alignment to 
college and career 
readiness
•Validate examinees can 
access new content, 
structures

Linking Study

Timeline:

•Jun – Oct 2024

High Level Scope:

•Blueprint validation

•Construct equivalence

•Validity

Goals:

•Validate items and forms 
work as anticipated 

•Validate timing

•Establish base form for 
future equating

Mode Study

Timeline:

•Oct – Dec 2024

High Level Scope:

•Mode comparability study

Goals:

•Evaluate score 
equivalency for different 
modes

•Evaluate construct 
equivalency for different 
modes

•Establish interchange 
scores for both modes



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Implications of Linking Study for Students and 
Educators

• Scores of the enhanced ACT are reported on the same 1–36 scales as the 
current ACT. 

• Slight reduction in measurement precision due to the smaller number of 
items has little impact on the interpretation of ACT test scores for individual 
students or group means, especially for the ACT Composite scores. 

• The scores from current test and the enhanced ACT test can be used 
interchangeably. 

• Cut scores/performance levels set on section tests are not impacted 



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Linking Design and Statistical Method

• Random groups design

• Item Response Theory (IRT) True 
Score equating

• Item parameters were put on the scale 
of the current ACT item pool. 

• Scores are reported on the same 1–36 
scales as the current ACT.

Anchor 

(Current) 

(n=2298)

Enhanced 

Form 1 

(n=2280)

Enhanced 

Form 2 

(n=2304)

Same 1–36 Score Scales

IRT True Score 

Equating

Random Groups 

Design



Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Nearly Identical Scale Score Distributions After 
Linking Ensures Score Comparability

Scale Score

Mean (Standard Deviation)

Current 

Form

Enhanced 

Form 1

Enhanced 

Form 2 

English 20.7 (6.3) 20.8 (6.4) 20.8 (6.4)

Math 20.9 (5.4) 20.8 (5.6) 20.9 (5.6)

Reading 22.4 (6.6) 22.4 (6.7) 22.4 (6.7)

Science 21.8 (5.7) 21.8 (5.7) 21.8 (5.8)



The New ACT 
Composite Score



The new ACT Composite score

• Both EMR and EMRS are measures of general academic achievement

• EMR and EMRS have a lot of overlap in the constructs being measured

• EMR does not incorporate science content, EMRS does

• EMR will give more weight to English, math, and reading than EMRS

Current Composite Score = EMRS

English, math, reading, and science tests

EMRS = 
(𝐸+𝑀+𝑅+𝑆)

4

New Composite Score = EMR

English, math, and reading tests

EMR = 
(𝐸+𝑀+𝑅)

3



EMR and EMRS will be in the market simultaneously 

EMR and EMRS can be used interchangeably with the understanding that there are some 
practical differences between the two scores.

EMR and EMRS can be used interchangeably:

• This means that either score can be used:

• as a measure of general academic readiness for college

• as a predictor of general academic performance in college 

• as a criterion for decisions that are based on general academic readiness

EMR and EMRS have practical differences:

• This means that:

• A student’s EMR score may not always equal their EMRS score

• EMR scores and EMRS scores will not follow the exact same distribution



Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
EMR is a Nearly-Perfect Predictor of EMRS
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Difference in Correlations with High School Cumulative GPA 
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Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
Relationships with other measures are nearly identical



Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
Relationships with other measures are nearly identical
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Highest Composite Superscore
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Why can EMR and EMRS be used interchangeably?
Relationships with other measures are nearly identical



EMR and EMRS have practical differences

What are the practical differences between these two scores?

For individual students:

An EMR score may not always be equal to their EMRS score

• Difference in rounding logic when moving from a 4-score to a 3-score composite

• Students’ science score relative to their other three section scores

Important Note: Most students’ will have an EMR score within ±1 point of their EMRS score



EMRS = (E + M + R + S) / 4

Value After 

Decimal

% Earning 

Mean Score Rounding Logic

.00 ~25% No rounding necessary

.25 ~25% Rounded down

.50 ~25% Rounded up

.75 ~25% Rounded up

EMR = (E + M + R) / 3

Value After 

Decimal

% Earning 

Mean Score Rounding Logic

.00 ~33% No rounding necessary

.33 ~33% Rounded down

.67 ~33% Rounded up

Students’ EMR score may not equal their EMRS Score…

• Because of differences in rounding when moving from a 4-score to a 3-score composite



Students’ EMR score may not equal their EMRS Score…
• Common section test score scenarios

32

91%

51%

16%

2%

9%

48%

80%

67%

23%

0.5%

4%

31%

77%

Science >
other 3
(22%)

Science >
2 of other 3

(28%)

All other
combinations

(12%)

Science <
2 of other 3

(24%)

Science <
other 3
(14%)

EMR < EMRS EMR = EMRS EMR > EMRS



• Report for colleges

• Helps to understand 
practical differences 
between EMR and EMRS 
scores

• Reports coming in July



New Composite Score – Example College

Composite: 94.2%

Superscore: 96.5%

Within +/- 1 point



EXAMPLE



The New Composite Score: Key Takeaways

Takeaway 1: New (EMR) and current (EMRS) Composite scores are interchangeable

• This means that either score can be used:

• as a measure of general academic readiness for college

• as a predictor of general academic performance in college 

• as a criterion for decisions that are based on general academic readiness

Takeaway 2: New (EMR) and current (EMRS) Composite scores have practical differences

• This means that:

• A student’s EMR score may not always equal their EMRS score

• EMR scores and EMRS scores will follow a similar but not identical distribution

• There may be more/fewer students over/under a specific threshold along that distribution



ACT Superscore



Enhanced ACT: Superscore Impact

• The Superscore Composite is the average of the best section scores from 
ANY administration.

oSection scores can be used interchangeably (linking procedure)

oStudents' highest section score can come from a legacy or enhanced 
ACT administration.

• Score calculation is based on date of test event and will not change if 
score is sent later.

Last Test Attempt Composite Score Superscore

Legacy ACT (until 7/25)
𝐸 +𝑀 + 𝑅 + 𝑆

4

𝐸 +𝑀 + 𝑅 + 𝑆

4

Enhanced ACT
𝐸 +𝑀 + 𝑅

3

𝐸 +𝑀 + 𝑅

3



Example #1 – EMRS to EMR

E M R S W Composite

Test 1: December Paper 21 22 22 23 8 22 (EMRS)

Test 2: April Online 20 23 23 22 7 22 (EMR)

April Superscore Report 21 23 23 23 8 22 (EMR)

• Student who tests Legacy ACT, and retests with Enhanced ACT



Student Superscore Report



Enhanced ACT: Superscore Impact

• With changes to the calculations, there can be impacts on a 
student's Superscore during transition.

• A student who retakes an enhanced ACT, and whose 
science section score is higher, could see a decrease in 
their Superscore Composite.

▪ ALL section scores are still reported and available through Encoura 
data if a student sends them.

▪ There is a flag in the data to communicate the method of 
calculation.



Example #2 – EMRS to EMR Score Decline

• Student improved in English, math, and science, but the Composite and Superscore 

Composite declined by a point because science is not included in the calculation.

• The inverse is also possible, where a student has taken the National Online April 2025, and 

then re-takes in June/July but on paper (EMRS).

• Both of these scenarios will be limited in duration – and we expect very few students to be 
affected after September 2027.

• Highest full battery (April in above example) is reported in Superscore Report.

E M R S Composite

Test 1: April Paper 20 25 20 28 23 (EMRS)

Test 2: Oct Online 21 26 20 31 22 (EMR)

Oct Superscore Report 21 26 20 31 22 (EMR)

• Student who tests once Legacy, and retests with Enhanced ACT



Example #3 – EMRS to EMR Superscore Decline

E M R S Composite Superscore

Test 1: March Paper 19 25 20 27 23 (EMRS) --

Test 2: April Paper 20 24 19 28 23 (EMRS) 23 (EMRS)

Test 3: Oct Paper 21 26 20 31 22 (EMR) 22 (EMR)

• Student who tests multiple times Legacy ACT, and then Enhanced Fall ‘25



Ability to Send Highest (Legacy) Superscore

• ACT wants students to have choice to provide their highest Superscore to 
colleges and universities

oThis affects a small population (about 3%).

oOption available to students with a Superscore decline to request their 
earlier Superscore be sent.

oACT then sends that to Encoura to be delivered to colleges and 
universities in the same manner as always.
▪ Data will be sent from Encoura.

▪ Will contain a flag that shows what type of calculation was used to compute the 
Superscore Composite.



Updates











ACT / College Board Concordance Study



Resources



ACT Enhancements: Higher Ed Info

Available at: www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-

act/test-changes/enhancements/higher-ed.html



ACT Research & Policy Publications

Linking Study Report for the Enhanced ACT Test

“Initial Evidence Supporting Interpretations of Scores from the 
Enhanced ACT Test”

“Stakeholder Guide to the ACT Enhancements”

Test Design Document for the Enhanced ACT Test

Available at ACT.org/Research



Stakeholder Brief: 
Interpreting Scores on the Enhanced ACT: Guidance for 
K-12 and Higher Education Institutions 

• Provides an overview of key research 
publications and reinforces the ability 
to use ACT scores interchangeably 
with scores from the legacy exam



Discussion
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