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A PPL I C ANT PORTAL

Central web page for completing and 
submitting admission applications to 
participating Texas colleges and 
universities.

A DMIN PORTAL

Portal for Texas colleges and universities 
to set up and configure ApplyTexas 
applications.

C OUNSELOR  S U I TE

Helps high school counselors track 
students’ application status and financial 
aid applications.

ApplyTexas System

H ELP  D ESK

Provides technical support to applicants, 
counselors, and institutions.



ApplyTexas Help Desk Tickets
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Top Admin Portal HD Tickets

• Publishing settings

• EDI file transmission

• Other issue



Publish Settings
To create new Application:

• Log in to the ApplyTexas Admin Portal.

• Navigate to App Settings > Dates, Fees, and Essays.

• Select Semester.

• For EACH application type

o Under Select an option under semester availability

o add all required information including required deadlines, 

application fee, essay requirements, optional question 

groups, if applicable.

• Click Save.

Save settings only after all required fields are filled for each 

application type.

Please Note: you must select one of the three semester 

availability options for each application type to save all your 

application preferences. 



Application Transmission
To regenerate applications, please complete the following 

steps:

• Log in to the ApplyTexas Admin Portal.

• Navigate to App Settings > Application Transmission.

• Select Live.

• Under Select an Environment, choose Regenerate 

Applications.

• Under Select Transmission Type, choose Retransmit by 

Date and Time.

• Enter the applicable Start Date/Time and End 

Date/Time.

• Select Transmit Applications.

Applications within the selected date and time range will be 

marked for regeneration and will be included in the next 

scheduled transmission window.





ApplyTexas System 
Maintenance Updates
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Applicant Portal:

May 28 and June 30
ApplyTexas Key Features

What we updated Why it’s important

We received feedback that a few areas of the application were not behaving as expected. We have 

made changes to address the following issues:

• Student’s high school data was not saving after they would come back to the page in “Core 

Questions” and see the default state

• Repeated transaction set IDs were causing loading errors into downstream systems

• Users were allowed to submit applications when their parent/guardian is deceased and their 

emergency contact was listed as the same as their parent/guardian

Directly addresses user feedback to better 

meet expectations
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Saving student high 

school data when a user 

saves and returns to High 

School Information

Saving student high 

school data when a user 

saves and returns to High 

School Information
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Preventing submission for 

users who list emergency 

contact as a deceased 

parent/guardian
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Admin Portal:

May 28 and June 30
ApplyTexas Key Features

What we updated Why it’s important

We made enhancements to QnE by updating the copy that is displayed in the application and 

ensuring essay text is no longer being cut off from display 

Directly addresses user feedback to better 

meet expectations

We’ve updated the optional question groups selection method within application configuration for 

each application type using checkboxes to indicate which questions to transmit

Allows for more streamlined selection of 

optional question groups

We’ve updated the Essay configuration to include a new toggle and revised statuses including 

required, optional, and not used

Allows for clearer understanding of essays 

currently configured for specific application 

types. 

We received feedback that a few areas of the application were not behaving as expected. We have 

made changes to address the following issues:

• New admin users were assigned incorrect permissions preventing them from being able to 

access the site

Directly addresses user feedback to better 

meet expectations
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QnE Enhancements – 

Essay Cutoff 

Improvements
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Updated Essay 

Configuration Interface
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Optional Questions 

Checkboxes
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May 28 and June 30
ApplyTexas Key Features

Counselor Suite:

What we updated Why it’s important

We’ve added significant enhancements to the counselor portal. Counselors can now: 

• Upload rosters of their students

• View student data that is matched across their uploaded roster, ApplyTexas, My Texas Future, 

and financial aid applications

• View student’s Core Questions progress along with a list of applications they have opened or 

submitted in ApplyTexas

• View if a student has opted-in to Direct Admissions and view their Direct Admissions results, as 

applicable

• View if a student has submitted a financial aid application

• Download consolidated reports of student data

This gives counselor’s a comprehensive view 

of their students, allowing them to more easily 

track fulfillment of graduation requirements 

and progress on college applications

We received feedback that a few areas of the application were not behaving as expected. We have 

made changes to address the following issues:

• New counselor users were assigned incorrect permissions preventing them from being able to 

access the site

Directly addresses user feedback to better 

meet expectations
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Roster Upload
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View Student List
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View Student Details
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May 28 and June 30
ApplyTexas Key Features

EDI:

What we updated Why it’s important

We created an MVP EDI User Guide that maps the most common text fields to EDI fields so 

recipients can better understand the EDI data for 4-year and 2-year Freshman application types. 

Allows for better understanding of the EDI 

fields and their associated requirements; 

additional updates will be made beyond MVP

We’ve modified the way the county code is saved in the EDI so it maps directly to the county 

comptroller codes 

Reduces confusion and ensures accurate 

information is captured

We’ve modified the way parent information for relationship type and highest education level is 

passed in the EDI to reduce errors related to legacy data

Ensures accurate parent data is being passed 

based on the students’ most recent entries
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EDI Undergraduate 2-Year 

and 4-Year User Guides
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Provides institutional partners with an 

opportunity to preview new enhancements and 

configure applications before updates are visible 

to students and applicants

Institutional Partners testing occurs in two ways: 

1. Feature Testing: Scheduled opportunities to 

review new updates before they are released 

2. Configuration Testing: Testing your own 

application changes before making them live

Changes made in the Testing Environment will 

not affect what students see until they are 

published in the Live Environment.

Testing Environment



Types of Testing



ApplyTexas 
Counselor Suite



ApplyTexas Counselor Suite

• The Counselor Suite is a centralized tracking portal that 

provides Texas high school counselors with unique, real-

time visibility into their students' information, including the 

following:

• ApplyTexas application details

• Direct Admissions options

• Financial aid filing status updates



Features Designed for 
Counselors

We regularly collect user feedback from counselors to inform 
enhancements. To meet evolving needs, the following enhanced 
features are now available:

• Student Roster Upload: Create a full roster by uploading a 
CSV of current students to track activity throughout the 
year

• Filterable Student List: Get an overview of all students 
included in the roster, as well as students who enter their 
school correctly in the Education and Testing section of 
their ApplyTexas account

• Customizable Downloads: Download your student list and 
application details as a CSV with filters applied to narrow 
results

• Student Details:  Click a student's name to access expanded 
individual details about their ApplyTexas application 
progress, Direct Admissions offerings, and financial aid
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Monitor Student Progress 
Counselors should routinely log in to 
monitor student activity. Support student 
success by tracking the following:

• Account Status: Find out whether the student has 
been matched to an ApplyTexas or a My Texas Future 
account

• ApplyTexas Applications: Explore how many 
applications students have opened, submitted, or let 
expire

• Direct Admissions Options: Discover whether students 
opted in to Direct Admissions using My Texas Future, 
their list of options, and whether they have applied

• Financial Aid Info: Learn students' financial aid 
application filing status, the completion date, and 
whether they were selected for verification

28

Counselor Suite is 

the primary source 

for counselors to 

access this 
information 



Free College App Week 
Feedback and Implementation Plan



Free College Application Week 2026 

• Mark your calendars for FREE College 
Application Week using 
ApplyTexas!

• Undergraduate and transfer 
applications to public institutions are 
free from October 12 to October 18 
in 2026!  

• All Texas public universities, including 
public technical colleges and public 
junior colleges, will participate.



(4) Undergraduate Admission Application--Any application submitted for 

admission to an undergraduate program for any available term. This includes:​

• (A) Undergraduate (two-year);​

• (B) Undergraduate (four-year);​

• (C) Transfer;​

• (D) Returning Student; and​

• (E) Visiting Student.

Free College Application Week:
SB2231



Free College Application Week Dates

Every year, Free College Application Week is the second full 

week of October (Monday-Sunday). 

Upcoming dates are:

2027: October 11–17, 2027

2028: October 9–15, 2028

2029: October 8–14, 2029



ATAC feedback

• K12 Guidance

oRushed/incomplete applications

oApplication volume (resubmissions, number of apps)

• Improved Communication

• Free College Application week timing

• Technology



Implementation Plans

Training and Outreach Resources, guidance, and support 
materials

Product Readiness and technical 
operations

• Additional Communications
• K-12 and Institutions of higher 

education training 
• Q&A sessions with provosts and 

enrollment managers
• Conference presentations

• Updated webpages and FAQs
• Toolkits and readiness checklist
• One-pagers for K-12 partners

• Coordination with SPEEDE
• Conduct load and stress testing
• Add clearer information about 

Free College Application Week 
eligibility and application fees



ApplyTexas Road Map



ApplyTexas FY27 Road Map

• API to support application transmission

• 2-Year International Application

• Improved security 

• Residency logic improvements

• EDI Documentation all application types



ATAC Residency Logic 
Subcommittee

Purpose:

To review residency logic issues, identify solutions, develop 

recommendations

Subcommittee members:

• Identified and validated residency logic issues 

• Reviewed data transmission challenges 

• Collected institutional and student examples 

• Developed and prioritized recommendations 

• Evaluated implementation considerations and timelines



Key Recommendations

Improve Residency Logic
• Align questions with current policy 

• Improve residency affidavit logic 

• Correct dual credit student pathways 

• Review residency determination logic for accuracy 

Enhance Data & System Functionality
• Restore residency determination in the Admin Portal 

• Reinstate visa information in EDI transmissions 

• Address missing residency question paths 

• Improve logic for out-of-state applicants



Expected Outcomes & Next Steps

Expected Outcomes
• Improve accuracy of residency determinations 

• Reduce manual review for institutions 

• Enhance applicant experience and clarity 

• Improve data quality and EDI transmission 

• Ensure compliance with current state policies 

Next Steps
• Review recommendations with General Counsel and THECB leadership 

• ApplyTexas team to assess effort, prioritize enhancements, and 
develop an implementation timeline 



Maintenance Updates Week of

• September 1

• October TBD

• November TBD

Institutions & Vendor work sessions 

• August 10-31

Free College Application Week training

• September 10 – Institution Partners

• September 15 – K12 Partners

 

Counselor Suite Trainings

• August 27 – Using ApplyTexas Counselor 
Suite Enhancements

• September 8 – Navigating ApplyTexas 
Tools for Students & Counselors

• September 10 – Leveraging the 
ApplyTexas Counselor Suite Students 
Details Feature for Tracking

• October 20 – New Features, Better 
Support: Exploring ApplyTexas Updates to 
Applicant Portal and Counselor Suite

Upcoming Events



Resources

• ApplyTexas Website 

• Contact ApplyTexas 
Support

Footer text 41

https://www.applytexas.org/
https://www.applytexas.org/
https://www.applytexas.org/contact/
https://www.applytexas.org/contact/
https://www.applytexas.org/contact/


Q & A
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